Good evening everyone and welcome. My name is Ron McKay and if some of you don’t know yet – I’m the initiator and co-coordinator of the ‘Riverdale Initiative for Solar Energy.

What started out as a modest volunteer project has broadened into a truly grassroots community initiative. To just give you some background as to the origins of RISE, I want to take you back to June of last year. Right across the street at Eastern Front Gallery, I organized and curated an art exhibition entitled. ‘MASSIVE RESPONSE’. This exhibition was conceived as a critique and rebuttal to the AGO mega-exhibition of last year – Bruce Mau’s ‘Massive Change, the future of global design’. Eastern Front’s ‘Massive Response’ brought together 25 artists from across Canada, hosted screenings of the eco-apocalyptic classic ‘Soylent Green’ and the very contemporary documentary ‘The End of Suburbia: Oil depletion and the end of the American Dream’; and concluded with a public panel discussion on the final Friday entitled “Are we selling out our ‘natural economy’”, which debated the tensions and relationship between our environments and our economies. The overall theme of ‘Massive Response’ being that nothing will change until our core political, social and, perhaps most importantly, our individual attitudes change. During the final week of the exhibition, I began thinking of a practical project that could demonstrate that change. And I thought of the project that my family and I were a part of in the summer of 1999. I realized that I didn’t have to rewrite a whole book; I just had to take a page from a passionate environmentalist, social activist, enthusiastic cyclist and one-time mayoralty candidate: the late Tooker Gomberg. Tooker was at that time a lead campaigner for Greenpeace and overseeing a project called the ‘Solar Pioneers’. The aims of the project were, as Tooker said, to bring together a critical mass of homeowners in the GTA willing to purchase as a group solar photovoltaic systems and as part of a media campaign make the public aware that solar was a viable energy source, to kick-start a Canadian solar industry, and to help improve air quality and reduce smog.

Flash forward almost seven years and we can see what a visionary Tooker Gomberg was. In the spring of 2006, the issues of energy production and supply are front and center - nowhere more concretely than here in Southeastern Toronto. And those who were once solar pioneers now find themselves in the center of an ever-expanding sphere of inter-related themes. Like a small pebble dropped into the river, RISE is not just about putting solar panels on roofs; not just about cleaner, greener energy production; but ripples outward to encompass the issues of energy efficiency and conservation, air pollution and respiratory health, the critical challenge of mitigating, slowing and one day stopping human induced global climate change, and the interests and concerns of people like yourselves brought together to create positive change.

I’d now like to take this opportunity to lift up the few precious stones who have been dropped into this river with me, for their support and help along the way: The Green Party of Ontario candidate for Toronto-Danforth: Paul Charbonneau, Suzanne McCormick, Sharon Howarth, Susan Crofts, Daniel Larocque, and for her patience and the love that keeps me going – my wife Ann McIlwraith.

Finally, a gentleman who is a shining nugget in his own right; a man who can not only talk the talk of solar technology and economics but who walks the walk with respect to the ideas and values of environmentalism and sustainability – it gives me great pleasure to introduce to you the president of Solera Sustainable Energies, Mr. Leonard Allen.
